La Vanguardia
March 2025

The Finnish architect’s first industrial building will become a centre dedicated to
the recovery of Arctic Circle architecture
Xavi Ayén — Editorial staff — 09/03/2025, 21:36

El Silo de Aalto en Oulu (O.LOWE)

The silo in the image—originally used to store wood chips—was the first industrial
building constructed in 1931 by Alvar Aalto (1898-1976), the most celebrated of Finnish
architects and designers. Today, however, its condition is so deteriorated that no
activities can currently take place inside.

Its restoration is one of Oulu’s main objectives, though no clear timeline has been set—
so much so that locals joke about it, calling it “our Sagrada Familia.”

The Argentine architect Valentino Tignanelli, who is leading the project together with the
Factum Foundation, explains: “It won’t be ready for the cultural capital year next year,
but that doesn’t matter—we will host many activities outside.”

Its future role is to become “a centre for applied technology in the conservation and
reuse of architecture, particularly industrial buildings in the Arctic Circle, which are
severely affected by the thawing of permafrost.”
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https://www.factum-arte.com/resources/aal/fil/00057.pdf

