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Few people know that the first industrial complex of Finland's
greatest designer and architect, Alvar Aalto , is located in Oulu . It all
began here, and Aaltosiilo launched him as an industrial designer with a
modernist flair. This building marked his first experiment with
concrete, undertaken together with his first wife, Aina Marsio, a
pioneer of Scandinavian design. It is located in the Meri-Toppila
neighborhood, the poorest and most infamous in the city, a Finnish
Scampia (always by national standards). Built in 1931, today with the
profile of a ruin straight out of an 1980s sci-fi film, it was slated for
demolition several times in recent decades, the last time just five years
ago, to make way for a small park. A former pulp mill for export to
Lancashire, it operated until the late 1970s, when it was purchased by
the city to make way for new suburbs, a project halted by the recession.
For some time, the London-based Skene Catling de la Pena studio has
been renovating it, together with the Factoum Foundation, and with
Oulu '26 it will become a key site for understanding the area's industrial
development and decline, as well as appreciating the country's
architectural evolution. It will also broaden the perspective on Aalto's
work, which is too often associated only with works in the south of the
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country, which have also become part of the UNESCO World Heritage .

Students from local vocational schools are involved in the restoration
process. The next Mies Van Der Rohe Award will be hosted here, in

September there will be an exhibition by Marina Abramovic¢, and old

films related to architecture, such as Metropolis , will be screened —

after all, Aalto had card number one in the Finnish Film Club.
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